Recognition, Realization, and Reflection
on Race in America Syllabus
Instructor
Myla Skinner

Quarter: Autumn
Start – end date: September 27 – November 15
Session day/time: Tuesday, 6:00 pm – 8:30 pm CST
Course Code and Section: HUAS 10002 - 22A1

Email

Course Overview

myla@quarterfive.net

We will use this time to examine the impacts and implications of race in America.
We will leverage literary writings from authors and scholars who have examined race
in this country to engage in conversations about our own understandings, beliefs, and
attitudes about race. Our conversations will leverage historical context and how that
impacts the world we live in today. We will discuss how race has impacted our
society and shaped and formed the structure of our society for hundreds of years
through the current day. We will also discuss how we interpret the impacts of race in
our own lives both personally and professionally.

Modality
Remote learning

Note to students
This course will ask students to engage in conversations that will require deep
personal reflection. Together we will navigate very complex topics that will require
each of us to think about how we engage with the world around us. Students will only
get out of the class what they are willing to put into the class. Our journey together
will change how you see yourself and others.
Required texts
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ijeoma Oluo "So You Want to Talk About Race" - ISBN-13: 9781580058827
George M. Fredrickson "Racism: A Short History" – Available as PDF on
Canvas
W.E.B. DuBois "The Souls of Black Folk" - ISBN-13: 978-0486280417
Douglas A. Blackmon "Slavery by Another Name" – Available as PDF on
Canvas
Ibram X. Kendi "Stamped from the Beginning" – Available as PDF on
Canvas
Isabel Wilkerson "The Warmth of Other Suns" – Available as PDF on
Canvas

•
•
•

Ta-Nehisi Coates "Between the World and Me" - ISBN-13: 9780525510307
Carol Anderson "White Rage" – Available as PDF on Canvas
Jesmyn Ward - “The Fire This Time” - ISBN-13: 978-1501126352

Books can be purchased online through the University of Chicago Bookstore.
Course readings
Week
Week 1

Author
Ijeoma Oluo

Reading Assignment
Assigned reading from "So You Want to Talk About Race"
Assigned reading from "Racism: A Short History"

George M. Fredrickson
Week 2

W.E.B. DuBois

Assigned reading from "The Souls of Black Folk"

Week 3

Douglas A. Blackmon

Assigned reading from "Slavery by Another Name"

Week 4

Ibram X. Kendi
Toni Morrison
Isabel Wilkerson

Assigned reading from "Stamped from the Beginning"
Assigned reading from "The Origins of Others"
Assigned reading from "The Warmth of Other Suns"

Week 6

Ta-Nehisi Coates
Beverly Daniel Tatum

Assigned reading from "Between the World and Me"
Assigned reading from "Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting
Together in the Cafeteria"

Week 7

Carol Anderson
Assigned reading from "White Rage"
Austin Channing Brown
Assigned reading from "I'm Still Here"
Jesmyn Ward
Assigned reading from "Strength to Love"
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Week 5

Week 8

Optional readings
•

Toni Morrison "The Origins of Others" - ISBN-13: 978-0674976450

•

Beverly Daniel Tatum
13: 978-0465060689

•

Austin Channing Brown "I'm Still Here" - ISBN-13: 978-1524760854

•

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. - "Strength to Love” - ISBN-13: 978-0800697402

"Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria" - ISBN-

Accessing remote courses
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Remote courses are taught through our Canvas platform. Approximately two weeks before your class begins,
we will add you to your canvas site using the email address you provided at the time of registration. An
invitation will then be sent to that email. Click the “Get Started” button in the email to begin the Canvas login
process. For step-by-step instructions, please visit https://grahamschool.uchicago.edu/academicprograms/online/learning-resources/liberal-arts. Once you’ve created your Canvas account, you can access any
Graham School canvas course for which you are registered at: https://canvas.uchicago.edu.
Accessibility information
Student Disability Services (SDS) works to provide resources, support and accommodations for all students
with disabilities and works to remove physical and attitudinal barriers, which may prevent their full
participation in the University community. Students that would like to request accommodations should contact
SDS in advance of the first class session at 773.702.6000 or disabilities@uchicago.edu.
UChicago CARES Statement:
The University and its faculty are committed to creating a safer and more inclusive learning environment for
all students. At the University, all faculty, staff, graduate student instructors, and teaching assistants are
considered “Individuals with Reporting Responsibilities” and are required to let the University’s Title IX
Coordinator know about any disclosures they receive from students about experiences of sexual misconduct
(including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, stalking, and sexual harassment). This includes
disclosures of experiences that happened before their time at the University. This is to ensure that all students
who have experienced sexual misconduct receive support, options, and information about their rights and
resources. Students are not obligated to respond to this outreach, and this will not generate a report to law
enforcement.
For more information, please see this handout for students as well as the University’s Policy on Harassment,
Discrimination and Sexual Misconduct and Policy on Title IX Sexual Harassment. You can also reach out
directly for services and support from the Office for Sexual Misconduct Prevention and Support by emailing
titleix@uchicago.edu.
If you, or another student you know, wishes to speak to a confidential resource who does not have this
reporting responsibility, please contact the Sexual Assault Dean on Call through the UChicago Safe App or at
773.834-HELP.
Questions? Contact Zoë Eisenman at zme1@uchicago.edu.
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